
Found Gold -  
SO MANY WAYS 
Concludes Career 
With $400,000 
Charles Town Oaks 
Score Weigelia’s  

Numbers Keep 
Adding Up For 
WynOaks Farm

The Elkstone Group’s promising PA-Bred 3-year-old Edge of Reality had his connec-
tions “thinking big” over the summer, as the Tony Dutrow-trained colt whipped through two 
allowances at Parx and shipped to Saratoga to get a stakes-placing in the Curlin Stakes. His 
next start wasn’t big - it was gigantic.

Thoroughbred breeders 
Thomas McClay and Harry Nye 
live in adjacent homes in Hummel-
stown, Pa., and both are retired 
from different occupations within 
the heating and air condition-
ing business. Now the next door 
neighbors are going to be forever 
linked through the efforts of their 
talented homebred runner, Norman 
Asbjornson. 

When prominent Thoroughbred owner Maggi Moss sent bloodstock agent James 
Schenck to the Fasig-Tipton Midlantic Eastern Fall yearling sale two years ago, she had in-
structed Schenck to specifically look for a PA-Bred that would offer potential for a nice return 
on a moderate investment. They got far more than they ever imagined.

They didn’t know what to expect. After 
all, the horse had raced 48 times – and 
raced fast. They were looking for a stallion, 
but maybe this prospect had burned him-
self out on the track. 

A Beautiful Day 
In Norman  

Asbjornson’s 
Neighborhood
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Graded SW Son of PULPIT 
Half-brother to Grade 1 SW VERRAZANO

WON Risen Star S.-G2 as heavy favorite 
WON Belmont MSW by nearly 13 lengths 
WON 3yo debut at Gulfstream Park defeating Take Charge Indy 
Placed Remsen S.-G2, beaten less than a length 
Only beaten three lengths in Florida Derby-G1 (4th)

Phenomenal Family
1/2-brother to VERRAZANO ($1,556,300, Wood Memorial S.-G1,  
Haskell Inv. S.-G1, etc.)
Immediate family of GSWs HUNGRY ISLAND and SOMALI LEMONADE
2nd dam: CHIC SHIRINE, 3rd dam: TOO CHIC
2013 Keeneland September yearlings from this family grossed  
over $4.5 Million

By PULPIT, sire of 70 SWs, 11 G1 SWs
including TAPIT, SKY MESA, PYRO, ICE BOX 

PULP IT  –  ENCHANTED ROCK, by  G IANT ’S  CAUSEWAY  •  $5,000 LF

NEW for 2014

Northview PA
A Division of Northview Stallion Station 
Contact: Carl McEntee: 443.566.2996 
Linda Bench: 410.885.2855  
163 Little Britain Church Rd • Peach Bottom, PA 17563    
northviewstallions.com

      PA STALLIONS 
E Dubai  El Padrino   Fairbanks   Jump Start    
Medallist   Silver Train   Smarty Jones

      MD STALLIONS 
Bullsbay   Dance With Ravens   Deputy Storm   Great 
Notion   Lion Hearted   Not For Love    
Orientate   Redeemed   Street Magician

Photo © Barbara Livingston
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The Elkstone Group’s promising PA-
Bred 3-year-old Edge of Reality had his 
connections “thinking big” over the summer, 
as the Tony Dutrow-trained colt whipped 
through two allowances at Parx and 
shipped to Saratoga to get a stakes-placing 
in the Curlin Stakes. His next start wasn’t 
big - it was gigantic.

Sent postward for the $350,000 Grade 
3 Smarty Jones Stakes on Labor Day as part 
of the favored entry in the field of 10, Edge 
of Reality went right to the lead under Stew-

art Elliott, set every fraction, and came out 
on top by a neck after a rip-roaring stretch 
drive with Speak Logistics over a muddy 
track. It was the first stakes win from sev-
en starts for the son of Lawyer Ron, who 
first got to the races this past January with 
a maiden-breaking win at Parx. He’s now 
won four of five at the track.

A homebred for The Elkstone Group, 
Edge of Reality was one of six stakes hors-
es to represent Stuart Grant’s successful 
breeding venture in the first two weeks of 

September. The majority were foaled at 
Derry Meeting Farm, including Edge of Re-
ality’s 2-year-old half-sister Cosmic Emer-
gency, who finished third behind colts in 
the Mark McDermott Stakes at Presque Isle 
Downs on September 8. 

 Through September 20, The Elkstone 
Group was among the nation’s top 40 lead-
ing breeders by money won, and ranked 
among the highest by percentage of stakes 
winners per starters, with three from 30 
starters. a

Edge Of Reality Takes Big Step  
In Grade 3 Smarty Jones Stakes
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Proudly Representing Horsemen At  
Charles Town and Presque Isle Downs

Pennsylvania HBPA  •  P.O. Box 88  •  Grantville, PA 17028  •  Phone: (717) 469-2970

President:  Tim  Shea 
Vice Pres:   Jose  Martinez 
Exec Dir:  Todd  Mostoller

Proudly Representing Horsemen At
Penn National and Presque Isle Downs
President: 	 Tim Shea
Exec Dir: 	 Todd Mostoller

http://www.parxracing.com%0D
http://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/videos/race-replays/USA/PRX/2013/9/2/11/smarty-jones-s-gr-iii




When prominent Thoroughbred owner 
Maggi Moss sent bloodstock agent James 
Schenck to the Fasig-Tipton Midlantic East-
ern Fall yearling sale two years ago, she 
had instructed Schenck to specifically look 
for a PA-Bred that would offer potential for a 
nice return on a moderate investment. They 
got far more than they ever imagined.

After perusing the sales catalogue and 
getting a glimpse of each of the dozens of 
PA-Breds set for auction, Schenck quickly 
came to the conclusion that a daughter of 
Sightseeing offered the best value for the 
money. He told Moss the filly, bred and be-
ing sold by Pennland Farm, not only looked 
good but had a pleasant demeanor and pre-
dicted she would go for roughly $20,000, 
hardly a hefty sum.

Schenck would eventually land So 
Many Ways for Moss for $22,000, outbid-
ding a group of Korean investors who opted 
not to go any higher. In hindsight, Schenck 
admitted that if the Korean group had po-

nied up $24,000 for the next bid, he likely 
would have bypassed a chance to top them 
and left the sale empty-handed. As luck 
would have it, the modest purchase price 
was a genuine bargain as So Many Ways 
went on to win five of 10 starts and bank 
$717,148 in her 10-race career which 
concluded on Sept. 21 with a victory in the 
$400,000 Charles Town Oaks.

“If we didn’t get her at the sale, she 
would have ended up being the Zenyatta of 
Korea,” Schenck said in a phone interview. 
“I told Maggi that I thought we could get her 

for around $20,000. She was definitely the 
best PA-Bred horse in the sale. I thought 
the sire was unknown and unproven and I 
liked the way she behaved. She’s an amaz-
ing filly. She’s got a warm personality. Once 
she gets to know you, she’s like a Labrador 
Retriever. I’ve never been around another 
horse like her.”

So Many Way began her career in 
trainer Anthony Dutrow’s barn and emerged 
on the scene her 2-year-old season on one 
of the sport’s biggest stages, Saratoga, tak-
ing both the Grade 3 Schuylerville and the 
Grade 1 Spinaway. But Schenck was quick 
to commend Frank Smith for his work with 
So Many Ways in Elloree, S.C., before her 
racing career began.

“Tony did a great job with her,” Schenck 
said. “But a lot of credit has to go to Frank 
Smith. He broke her and he gave her the 
early education horses need at that age be-
fore heading to the track. I was fortunate 

Found Gold - SO MANY WAYS  
Scores In rich Charles Town Oaks

CONTINUED PAGE 10
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Pennsylvania Thoroughbred 
Horsemen’s Association
“We ARE Pennsylvania Racing”

P.O. Box 300, Bensalem, PA 19020 • 215-638-2013 • www.patha.org

  Salvatore M. DeBunda, Esq. • Michael P. Ballezzi, Esq.
                  President         Executive Director

Health Care & Pension
Establishing health and pension 
plans for over 4,000 horsemen  
at Parx Racing

Horsemen’s Purchasing Association
Offering quality products including feed, 
bedding, supplements, tack, and more at 
discount prices

Benevolence Programs
The Racetrack Chaplaincy of 
America, the LaSalle Nursing 
Program, and Granny Youmans 
Scholarship Fund, and more

Racehorse Retirement
Turning for Home has safely retired over 
1,000 horses from Parx Racing since May 
2008, and is considered a model program 
for the racing industry

http://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/videos/race-replays/USA/CT/2013/9/21/12/charles-town-oaks


A Shin Top winning the G2 Keio
Hai Nisai Stakes in Japan.

No Neigh Never winning the G1 Prix DeMorny in France.

Forty Tales winning the
G2Woody Stephens.

Tale of a Champion
winning the G2 Charles
Whittingham Stakes.

Our Blooms of 2013
Pick Your Blossom
at Paramount Sales

Contact: Pat Costello (859) 296-6455
pat@paramountsales.net

Keeneland September Sale • Barns 19 & 49

A Shin Top winning the G2 Keio
Hai Nisai Stakes in Japan.

No Neigh Never winning the G1 Prix DeMorny in France.

Forty Tales winning the
G2Woody Stephens.

Tale of a Champion
winning the G2 Charles
Whittingham Stakes.

Our Blooms of 2013
Pick Your Blossom
at Paramount Sales

Contact: Pat Costello (859) 296-6455
pat@paramountsales.net

Keeneland September Sale • Barns 19 & 49

Check Us Out in Barns J and K at Timonium

Ghostzapper – Starlicious
Only Ghostzapper in the sale.

Colonel John – Baby Lets Cruise 
Exceptional PA bred filly by leading Freshman sire.

Pomeroy – Wonderously
NY bred Half to current MSW Baffle Me.

Jump Start – Miss Pauline
PA-Bred from the family of  Union Rags &  
Declaration of War.

Hip 47 Hip 154

Hip 128 Hip 340



Thoroughbred breeders Thomas 
McClay and Harry Nye live in adjacent 
homes in Hummelstown, Pa., and both 
are retired from different occupations 
within the heating and air conditioning 
business. Now the next door neighbors 
are going to be forever linked through the 
efforts of their talented homebred runner, 
Norman Asbjornson.

On the 11-race Pennsylvania Day At 
the Races card on Sept. 7 at Parx Racing 

that featured PA-Breds of all ages, Nor-
man Asbjornson lived up to his role as 
the 7-5 favorite in the $75,000 Roanoke 
Stakes when he rallied from well off the 
pace and overcame traffic trouble turning 
for home to prevail. The 5-year-old son 
of Real Quiet out of the Citidancer mare 
Merryland Missy has enjoyed a solid ca-
reer for his connections.

Based at the Bowie Training Center 
in trainer Chris Grove’s barn, Norman 

Asbjornson has won six times and been 
second on seven other occasions in 24 
career outings, banking $520,100 along 
the way. His previous victory this year was 
a late-charging score in the Harrison E. 
Johnson Memorial Stakes at Laurel Park 
in March. Two years earlier he finished 
second in the Grade 2 Gotham Stakes, 
fourth in the Grade 1 Wood Memorial 
and 11th in the Preakness Stakes-G1.

“He’s not quite at the top level, but 
he’s right below it,” McClay said in a 
phone interview. “He’s always done well 
in stakes races, especially the longer rac-
es. The other day at Parx, not much went 
his way and he still won. When he got 
shut off at the top of the lane, I thought 
he was going to run second. But when he 
got clear, he just kept running and he got 
there. It’s exciting to see one of our few 

A Beautiful Day In Norman  
Asbjornson’s Neighborhood

CONTINUED PAGE 10
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They didn’t know what to expect. 
After all, the horse had raced 48 times 
– and raced fast. They were looking for 
a stallion, but maybe this prospect had 
burned himself out on the track.

Not so, Barbara Wheeler recalls. “He 
came out on his hind legs, just ripping 
and roaring,” she says. And Weigelia, 
then recently retired as a racehorse, is 
now a stallion and passing that fire onto 
his foals at WynOaks Farm in Delta.

Wheeler and her husband Chip run 
the farm (Chip’s mother is Sue Quick, and 
his stepfather is Steve Quick, long-time 
breeders in Maryland). And WynOaks’ 
lone stallion is their rising star with two 
stakes winners from 10 starters in his 
second crop. Chippewawhitechief won 
the $75,000 Mark McDermott Stakes 
on Sept 8 at Presque Isle Downs, and 
Barracuda Wayne captured the $50,000 

Strike Your Colors Stakes on July 29 at 
Delaware Park.

Currently, Wheeler says, Weigelia 
has 22 runners and 10 winners. That’s 
not so surprising, since as a racehorse 
he earned $1,007,708, finishing first, 
second or third in 33 of his 48 races. 
He won eight stakes and set two track 
records – 5 furlongs at Monmouth Park 
and 6 furlongs at Belmont Park.

He stands in Pennsylvania for 
$3,500 at this relatively new farm (the 

Quicks, Chip Wheeler and his sister Su-
zanne bought it in 1995), because, Bar-
bara Wheeler says, Pennsylvania law-
makers made it appealing to come.

“When Pennsylvania’s program 
started to take off, my father-in-law 
looked at it as an opportunity, because 
Maryland still hadn’t done anything with 
slots,” she says. “Now the Maryland pro-
gram is getting very strong, but because 
Pennsylvania is already established, it 
works effortlessly.

“We viewed it as the trifecta. You 
could have Maryland-sired, PA-Bred and 
Delaware-certified. Within a two-hour 
radius you could be racing in three dif-
ferent states.”

With their own stallion producing 
winning PA-Breds, she says, “That’s 
even more appealing today.”  a

Training at Sylmar Training Center  
& Penn National Race Course

B R E A K I N G  Y E A R L I N G S  •  L AY U P S  •  T U R N O U T S  •  B RO O D M A R E S  &  F O A L I N G

Sylmar Farms, Inc . •  Fami ly  Run •  151 Maple Shade Road •  Christ iana , PA  17509 •  717-529-6531

Foaled, Broke and Provided Early Training for

  
Winner of  Kentucky Oaks-G1 , Coaching Club American Oaks-G1 , and the Alabama S.-G1
PRINCESS OF SYLMAR
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Weigelia’s Numbers Keep  
Adding Up For WynOaks FarmSTUD News
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Pennsylvania 
News Briefs

WISEMAN’S FERRY
Defending Horse of the Year Wise Dan got his seventh 
career Grade 1 victory with his second consecutive 
Woodbine Mile S. Not only did he score easily, he 
just missed the world record while geared down at 
the finish, getting the mile distance in course record 
1:31.75. It was his fifth win from as many starts this 
year, and boosted his career earnings over the $5 mil-
lion mark. Wiseman’s Ferry as stood at Dana Point 
Farm since 2009.

OFFLEE WILD
The weekend of Sept. 7 was rewarding for the own-
ers of Offlee Wild offspring. Juvenile filly She’s Offlee 
Good took the venerable $100,000 Arlington-Wash-
ington Lassie S. on Saturday, and graded stakes 
winner Hogy followed the next day with a score in 
the $250,000 Presque Isle Mile S. Offlee Wild stood 
his first Pennsylvania season at Pin Oak Lane Farm 
in 2013.

JUMP START
Millionaire Pants On Fire, winner of the Ack Ack H.-
G3 at Churchill Downs on Sept. 7, was one of three 
stakes winners the first week of September for 
Northview PA’s prolific sire, joining handicap mare 
Cry Cry Cry and 2-year-old filly Miss Behaviour, the 
latter a member of Jump Start’s first PA-Sired crop.
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homebreds - he might have been our first - go 

on and do this well.”

Fittingly, Norman Asbjornson has enjoyed 

most of his success at tracks in Pennsylva-

nia, garnering his diploma with a maiden spe-

cial weight tally at Penn National at 2 and has 

since won four of seven starts at Parx (former-

ly Philadelphia Park). His only victory outside 

Pennsylvania was the aforementioned Harrison 

Johnson, but he has performed well in defeat at 

tracks in Maryland, New York and New Jersey.

“Once he started competing in the lon-

ger races, he really started to show us what 

he could do,” McClay said. “He looked okay 

in sprints, but once he stretched out he really 

did well. It was exciting for us to see him run 

in the Preakness. That was a very good group 

and those horses were just better than him. But 

he looks great and Chris Grove deserves all the 

credit for that. Our plan is to run him next year 

and then the year after that.”

Since the fall of his 3-year-old season, 

Norman Asbjornson has made 16 starts, 13 in 

stakes competition, and added black type to his 

record nine times. Among his stakes-placings 

are a second in this year’s $250,000 Mounta-

inview Handicap at Penn National, and a third in 

Aqueduct’s Grade 3 Excelsior Stakes in 2012. a

norman asbjornson
CONTINUED from PAGE 7

A total of 46 PA-Bred yearlings sold for $3,119,000 at 
the Keeneland September sale, topped by a Malibu Moon fil-
ly purchased by Live Oak Plantation for $350,000. Bred and 
sold by Anne F. Thorington’s Maple Leaf Farm, the filly is the 
first foal for stakes winner Hidden Expression, a half-sister to 
Whitney Handicap-G1 winner Bullsbay, graded stakes win-
ner Our Khrysty and juvenile stakes winner Vegas No Show.

Ten PA-Bred yearlings brought six figures this year’s 
sale. 

Maple Leaf Farm  
Filly Highest-Priced 

PA-Bred At  
Keeneland September  

Yearling Sale

SO MANY WAYS
CONTINUED from PAGE 5

enough to see her two wins at Saratoga. I spend the summer in 
Saratoga and it was rewarding to see So Many Ways win those 
two stakes. She had a good career. She ended it with a nice win 
in a $400,000 stakes.”

Less than 48 hours after winning the Charles Town Oaks, 
So Many Ways was sold to Katsumi Yushida’s Northern Farm in 
Japan where she will join fellow broodmares Azeri, Zazu and Mu-
sical Romance in her second career. a
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Edge of Reality
Smarty Jones Stakes-G3, $350,000, 1 mi. and 70 
yds., 3-year-olds. Parx Racing, Sept 2. 

HELLO
Matron Stakes, $50,000, 11⁄8 mi., fillies and mares,  
3 & up. Assiniboia Downs, Sept. 2.

CLASSY COCO 
Dr. Teresa Garofalo Memorial Stakes, $75,000, 6 fur., 
registered PA-Bred 3-year-old fillies. Parx Racing, 
Sept. 7. 

Fersmiley
Banjo Picker Sprint Stakes, $75,000, 6 fur., registered 
PA-Breds, 3 & up.  Parx Racing, Sept. 7. 

Norman Asbjornson
Roanoke Stakes, $75,000, 11⁄16 mi., registered PA-
Breds, 3 & up. Parx Racing, Sept. 7. 

Ski Holiday
Mrs. Penny Stakes, $75,000, 11⁄16 mi., turf, 
registered PA-Bred fillies and mares, 3 & up. 
Parx Racing, Sept. 7. 

This Ain’t No Bull
Marshall Jenney Handicap, $75,000, 5 fur., turf, 
registered PA-Breds, 3 & up. Parx Racing, Sept. 
7. 

Chippewawhitechief 
Mark McDermott Stakes, $75,000, 6 fur., regis-
tered PA-Bred 2-year-olds. Presque Isle Downs, 
Sept. 8.

MANAGED ACCOUNT
DTHA Governors Day Stakes, $75,000, 1 mi. 
and 70 yds., 3 & up who had started at Dela-
ware Park in races other than stakes in 2013. 
Delaware Park, Sept. 14.

Roadhog
Alphabet Soup Handicap, $75,000, 11⁄16 mi., 
turf, registered PA-Breds, 3 & up.  Parx Racing, 
Sept. 21. 

So Many Ways

Charles Town Oaks, $400,000, 7 fur., 3-year-
old fillies. Charles Town, Sept. 21. 

Notable Pennsylvania 
Bred Winners

MissBehaviour

 
 
Sorority Stakes, $100,000, 6 fur., 2-year-old fillies. 
Monmouth Park, Sept. 1.

Click Horse’s Name  
To View Race Video

http://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/videos/race-replays/USA/MTH/2013/9/1/9/sorority-s
http://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/videos/race-replays/USA/PRX/2013/9/2/11/smarty-jones-s-gr-iii
http://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/videos/race-replays/USA/PRX/2013/9/7/6/dr-teresa-garofalo-memorial-s
http://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/videos/race-replays/USA/PRX/2013/9/7/9/banjo-picker-sprint-s
http://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/videos/race-replays/USA/PRX/2013/9/7/7/roanoke-s
http://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/videos/race-replays/USA/CT/2013/9/21/12/charles-town-oaks
http://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/videos/race-replays/USA/PRX/2013/9/21/8/alphabet-soup-h
http://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/videos/race-replays/USA/DEL/2013/9/14/9/dtha-governors-day-s
http://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/videos/race-replays/USA/PID/2013/9/8/5/mark-mcdermott-s
http://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/videos/race-replays/USA/PRX/2013/9/7/8/marshall-jenney-h
http://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/videos/race-replays/USA/PRX/2013/9/7/10/mrs-penny-s
http://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/videos/race-replays/USA/MTH/2013/9/1/9/sorority-s
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Who To Contact

PA Horse Breeders Association
701 East Baltimore Pike, Suite E
Kennett Square, PA 19348
Phone: 610-444-1050
http://www.pabred.com

PARX Racetrack & Casino
2999 Street Road
Bensalem, PA 19020
Phone: 215-639-9000
http://www.parxracing.com

Penn National Race Course
777 Hollywood Blvd
Grantville, PA 17028
Phone: 717-469-2211
http://www.hollywoodpnrc.com

Presque Isle Downs
8199 Perry Hwy  
Erie, PA 16509
Phone: (866) 374-3386
http://www.casinoinerie.com

PA Thoroughbred 
Horsemen’s Association
P.O. Box 300, Bensalem, PA 19020
Phone: 215-638-2012
http://www.patha.org

Pennsylvania HBPA
P.O. Box 88
Grantville, PA 17028
Phone: (717) 469-2970
http://pahbpa.com

Pennsylvania Racing Commission is a departmental administrative  
commission within the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture which super-
vises all thoroughbred racing at which pari-mutuel wagering is conducted.   
2301 North Cameron Street Harrisburg, PA 17110. Phone: (717) 787-4737
Web: http://www.agriculture.state.pa.us/

Calendar of Events

Nov 27 	 $75,000 Penn Blue Mt Juvenile S. 2YO fillies 6 Fur

Dec 7 	 $75,000 Parx PA Nursery S. 2YO 7 Fur

PENNSYLVANIA-BRED STAKES

Sep 30	 Fasig-Tipton Midlantic Eastern Fall Yearling Sale

Oct 21-23	 Fasig-Tipton Kentucky October Sale

Nov 4	 Fasig-Tipton Kentucky November Sale

Nov 5-15	 Keeneland November Breeding Stock Sale

SALES

Pa THOROUGHBRED report is published by the Pennsylvania Horse Breeders  
Association in conjunction with the Pennsylvania Thoroughbred Horsemen’s  

Association and the Pennsylvania HBPA.

http://www.agriculture.state.pa.us/

